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The participants discussed the status and progress of implementing the regional strategy on sturgeon 

conservation and recovery during the inter-sessional period and noted encouraging results.   

 

In Bulgaria a full ban on sturgeon fishing will be enforced during 2011 to 2015. A total ban of 

sturgeon fishing in the Black Sea has already been enforced since 2006. During 1998 – 2005 

Bulgaria has stocked into the Danube River 549,000 young sturgeons (506,000 Russian sturgeons, 

41,000 beluga sturgeons, 1,300 sterlets).  After 2006 Beluga and Russian sturgeon stocking into the 

Danube River was supported by NAFA, Bulgaria, at a level of 5000 Beluga and 12,000 Russian 

sturgeon. Additionally, it was noted with satisfaction that the ban on unbaited hooklines for 

sturgeons (Karmaks) became effective since 2006. Further progress has been made to assist in 

genetic identification of species and hybrids, especially with the aim of caviar identification.ß 

 

Romania introduced a registry of all sturgeon aquaculture activities and productions as requested 

by the CITES resolution 12.7 (rev. CoP 14), requesting registering and individual tagging of all 

sturgeons intended to be exported during the next year. Romania continued monitoring on an annual 

basis the recruitment from still occurring natural spawning in the river. A special monitoring station 

for migratory fish was finalized at Danube km 100 at Isaccea and became operational in the year 

2010. During the intersessional period (2006 - 2011), stocking of the Danube River with four 

sturgeon species continued, including in total 432,000 individuals. Released fish were at minimum 

10-15 cm, depending on species, and were individually tagged with coded wire tags (CWT). The 

downstream migration of released adults and young of the year was also monitored using acoustic 

telemetry and satellite (pop-up tags). The results so far were extremely encouraging with regard to 

observed migration distances and the growth achieved, giving hope for further progress if the 

activity is maintained at present level. The planned implementation of a full species identification 

system as developed under the request of CITES secretariat (and specifically developed by Ludwig, 

2008) was realized and fully utilized for the identification of wild caught larvae, YOY of 

aquaculture specimens intended for release into the wild.  

 

Serbia delivered a new legislation in 2009 which resulted in permanently closed seasons for 

anadromous sturgeon species. Minimum landing size for sterlet was increased to 40 cm SL while 

also prolonging the closed season by one month (1 March to 31 May). A permanent ban of all types 

of nets and longlines has been introduced for sector from 860 to 863 rkm. The use of unbaited 

hooklines has also now been prohibited, and this was noted by the meeting as a highly encouraging 

move and helpful step in conserving the status of the stock. The budget for the revision of the 

Action Plan for Sturgeon Conservation has been made available in Serbia in 2011 and this will be 

implemented soon, adding new capacity and structure to the aims of the regional programme. A 

highly needed step has been the adoption of a rule book on transboundary movement and trade of 

protected species. It was noticed that scientific work continued and resulted in the first attempt to 

demonstrate partitioning of residency in river and Black Sea habitats through identifying Sr/Ca 



ratios. This method will be of further support in understanding migration and behaviour patterns of 

wild and released specimens.   

 

Ukraine has been exercising activities to implement the recommendations of the Regional Strategy 

for the Conservation and Sustainable Management of Sturgeons in the NW Black Sea and the 

Lower Danube River. Thus, it was observed migrations of young sturgeons and collected genetic 

samples. It has been introduced full ban for commercial fishing for sturgeons in Ukraine. In 2009, 

all the sturgeon species, occurring in Ukraine, were included to the Red Book of Ukraine. For 2011 

it has been set up export quota for all sturgeons from natural population and products derived from 

them as 0 (zero). In order to restore natural populations of sturgeons, state budget of Ukraine has 

been funded restocking of natural water bodies. In 2009, it was released 50,000 pieces of young 

Russian sturgeon into the Danube River. To continue further stocking Ukraine needs support within 

the framework of regional cooperation, namely with fertilized roe of Huso Huso and Acipenser 

gueldenstaedti. It is intended to continue developing National Plan of Action for rehabilitation of 

natural sturgeon populations. Ukraine highly appreciates efforts done due to revise the Agreement 

on the Fishing in the Danube River (1958) and recognizes the importance of this work for 

sustainable exploitation of sturgeons.  

 

 

The participants have reached the following conclusions concerning future conservation efforts: 

- There is as need to re-establish the system for online exchange and dissemination of 

information between the Fisheries authorities and the CITES authorities responsible for 

sturgeons (on the experience of the Black Sea Sturgeon Management Group - BSSMG); 

- Supportive stocking activities should be continued in the Danube River, at least at the 

current levels because a critical mass is needed for success; the possibility of joint 

supportive stocking activities should be further contemplated; 

- Joint monitoring activities at the Isaccea Monitoring Station need to be encouraged; 

- A Danube-Black Sea Conservation and Recovery of Sturgeons Life+ Project should be 

prepared by mid-July 2011. The opportunities of involving the non-EU countries will be 

explored having in view the possibility of cross linking with countries which are currently 

preparing their National Actions Plans (such as Turkey); 

- An attempt should be made during the inter-sessional period to improve hatchery 

cooperation to include strategies for fitness for survival in the wild. In particular the 

guideline for sturgeon hatcheries producing juveniles for restocking should be considered – 

the guideline is presently finalized by FAO-WSCS and will become available shortly 

(Summer 2011);  

- There is a need for the identification and designation of common protected areas (essential 

habitats for spawning, nursing and overwintering); 

- The process for modernizing the 1958 Danube Fishing Convention should be finalized by 

the end of 2011.  

 

 

 

 

                

 

 


